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Welcome! 


Ratio Christi, meaning "reason for Christ" in Latin, serves to defend the Christian 
faith in honest dialogue with both our skeptical & believing friends. 

Weekly Meetings: Thursday @ 7:30pm 
in person + via ZOOM 
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RATIO CHRISTI 



Thomistic Institute 


The Thomistic Institute exists to promote Catholic truth in our contemporary world by 
strengthening the intellectual formation of Christians at Texas A&M University, in the 
Church, and in the wider public square. The thought of St Thomas Aquinas, the Universal 

Doctor of the Church, is our touchstone. 

Weekly Meetings: Wednesdays @ 8:45pm, ZOOM 

thomisticinstitute.org/texas-am 
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Secular Students Alliance 


The Secular Student Alliance seeks to provide a support network for the atheists, 
agnostics, and otherwise secular peoples of Texas A&M University. 

SSA brings together people from a wide range of religious and ideological backgrounds 
order to foster deeper levels of understanding through discussion and dialogue. 

Weekly Meetings: Wednesdays @ 8:30pm, ZOOM 
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Fall 2020: Confronting Old Testament Controversy 


How well do you know your Old Testament? 

This fall Ratio Christi at Texas A&M is Confronting Old Testament Controversy. 

Despite being the majority of the Bible, the Old Testament remains a difficult and sometime perplexing group of writings. With 
ancient laws, long histories, and confusing prophecies, we are often left wondering... what do we do with the Old Testament? 
Each week we will look at the toughest questions surrounding the Hebrew Bible: 

■ Is the God of the Old Testament evil? ^ 

■ Did the Exodus really happen? If so, when? 

■ Were the Israelites polytheists? 

■ Did Moses write the Torah? ^ 

Join us each Thursday at 7:30pm to learn a little bit more about the old testament. 
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Recap of the semester so far... 
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Confronting Old Testament Controversy 
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Week 1: How Did We Get the Old Testament? 

The text of the Hebrew Bible (Tanakh) consists primarily of the Greek LXX and Hebrew 
MT. Inspiration is a process, not an event. 

Week 2: How Should We Read Genesis 1-11? 

Genre widely considered Proto-History: historical events and personages are cloaked in 
the mythological language of exalted prose. 

Week 3: Does Science Contradict Genesis? 

Only the Literal Calendar Day view and "Fixity of the Species" views are in any serious 
conflict with ancient universe and common ancestry. Darwinism is dead: Evolution is way 
more than random mutation + natural selection 

Week 4: Does Genetic Evidence Contradict Adam & Eve? 

There is a range of views; genetic bottleneck at 500 kya, genealogical bottleneck at 10 

( 

kya. Secondary theology more influential than raw data. 




Confronting Old Testament Controversy 


o 

STI 


Week 5: Did the Exodus Happen in History? 

The lack of archaeological evidence is not surprising given the region, nor is it 
concerning given the degree of national witness to the Exodus (Kuzari Principle). 

Week 6: Did the Israelites Conquer Canaan? 

There is a conquest genre being employed in this literature which cloaks a 
meta-narrative with stronger language. Once the meta-narrative has been properly 
understood, there is no significant refutation from archaeology. 

Week 7: Did God Command Genocide? 

There are a number of views that complement one another in defending the biblical 
texts from claims of God commanding and condoning genocide and if these verses are 
a source of discomfort, we can know that Jesus is the most accurate revelation of God. 
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TRIGGER WARNING!!! 


Today's message 
brought to you by 
the Church at 
Rome... 
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Discussion; Do you know the Deuterocanonical Books? 


o 

STI 


• How much space do deuterocanonical books take up in the Catholic Bible? 

• Pop quiz: name the deuterocanonical books 

• Bonus: name a book - in use by other Christian denominations - that is not 
in the Catholic canon 




What We’re Discussing: Council of Trent 


o 

STI 


“(the Synod) following the examples of the orthodox Fathers, receives and venerates with an equal 
affection of piety, and reverence, all the books both of the Old and of the New Testament — seeing 
that one God is the author of both — as also the said traditions, as well those appertaining to faith as 
to morals, as having been dictated, either by Christ's own word of mouth, or by the Holy Ghost, and 
preserved in the Catholic Church by a continuous succession. 

And it has thought it meet that a list of the sacred books be inserted in this decree, lest a doubt 
may arise in any one's mind, which are the books that are received by this Synod. They are as set 
down here below: of the Old Testament: the five books of Moses, to wit. Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy; Josue, Judges, Ruth, four books of Kings, two of Paralipomenon, the first 
book of Esdras, and the second which is entitled Nehemias; Tobias, Judith, Esther, Job, the Davidical 
Psalter, consisting of a hundred and fifty psalms; the Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, the Canticle of Canticles, 
Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, Isaias, Jeremias, with Baruch; Ezechiel, Daniel; the twelve minor prophets, 
to wit, Osee, Joel, Amos, Abdias, Jonas, Micheas, Nahum, Habacuc, Sophonias, Aggaeus, Zacharias, 
Malachias; two books of the Machabees, the first and the second.” 




Deuterocanon, Apocrypha...what?? 


o 

STI 


• Deuterocanon: Books included in the Catholic canon that are excluded from 
the Jewish canon and generally from Protestant canons 

o Technically means “second canon” 

• Apocrypha: Popular term used for Deuterocanon, means books that are not 
in a canon 

o Technically means “hidden writings” 

• Pseudepigrapha: Writings that claim to be written by a famous 
prophet/apostle/figure but are not (i.e., they are pseudonymous) 




Sidebar: Using the Term “Aprocrypha" 


o 

STI 


• Primarily used by Protestants, but becoming more prevalent among 
Catholics. Scholars tend to use "Deuterocanon/Apocrypha” 

• If Catholics believe Deuterocanonical books are Sacred Scripture, is it ever 
appropriate to call them “apocrypha”? 

• My suggestion: 

o In general, no. Stick with "deuterocanonical books of the Bible” or perhaps "Catholic 
deuterocanon” 

o One exception: the phrase "apocrypha to the Hebrew Bible” is accurate by today’s 
meaning of the term "apocrypha” 

■ Reason: current Jewish Bible does not contain the Catholic Deuterocanon. It might even be 
more respectful to Jews to not impose books on their canon when discussing the ‘‘Hebrew 
Bible” as such. 
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Catholic Deuterocanon List 



RAT 

CHR 


Tobit 
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Wisdom 

Sirach/Ecclesiasticus 
Baruch + Letter of Jeremiah 
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O CO 




What is NOT in the Catholic Deuterocanon ^ ctil 


3 Maccabees (some Orthodox) 

Psalm 151 (some Orthodox) 

The Book of Enoch (Ethiopian orthodox) 
The Gospel of Thomas (nobody) 

And many more.... 
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Hebrew, Greek, Latin and Other Terms 


o 

STI 


• Masoretic Text (MT): Hebrew and Aramaic text of the Jewish canon 

• Septuagint (LXX): Greek text of the “Old Testament” 

• Vulgate: Jerome’s translation of the entire Bible (OT and NT) 

• Tanakh: Canon of Hebrew Bible 

• Torah (or Pentateuch): First five books of Hebrew Bible 
o Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 

• Note: Most of these terms are either more specific or broader than stated; 
only the general definitions are given 




Resources 


• An Introduction to Early Judaism, James 
VanderKam 

• The New Oxford Annotated Bible with the 
Apocrypha 

• “Thoughts on the Church’s Old 
Testament Canon", St. Paul Center 

• “What are the Apocrypha?”, Fr. Hugh 
Pope, O.P 
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Timeline 
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Aleppo Codex (950 AD) ^ 

Lenin. Codex (1008 AD) ^ 


Wegner, P. D. (2006). A Student's Guide To Textual Criticism Of The Bible: Its History, Methods And Results. InterVarsity Press. 

















Second Temple Judaism 
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• Second Temple Period: refers to the period of 
the rebuilt temple 

o Temple of Solomon was destroyed by Babylon 
about 70 years prior 

o Rebuilt under the Persian Empire, recorded in Ezra 
and Nehemiah 

o Destroyed by Romans over half a millennium later 

• Context of Jesus, the apostles, Paul, and the 
earliest Church fathers 
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Persian Period 
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• Story of return told in Ezra and Nehemiah 


o These books are generally taken by scholars to be historical 

o Chronology of some events unclear; usual debates between hardline inerrancy 
proponents and secular scholars ensue 


• Temple in Jerusalem rebuilt, walls restored 

o Hence the beginning of the “second temple” period 
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Greek Period 


• Alexander the Great conquered the world from Greece to India 


o Hellenization: Spreading of Greek culture throughout the world 
o Alexander died without a powerful heir, dividing his empire 

Ptolemaic Control 
o Translation of Septuagint 
Seleucid Control 
o Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) 

Hasmonean State 



o Judas "Maccabeus” and his brothers led a revolt against Seleucid rulers 
o Led to their claim on the high priesthood and establishment of a dynasty 






Dating of the Deuterocanon 


• Persian Period 

o Tobit 

o Judith 

• Greek Period 

o Baruch (could be earlier) 
o Sirach/Ecclesiasticus/Wisdom of Ben Sira 

• Hasmonean Period 

o 1 Maccabees 

o 2 Maccabees 

• Roman Period 


o Wisdom (could be earlier) 
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Review: How Was the Book of Jeremiah Written? 
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Book of Jeremiah 
as we have it today 
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Review; Case Study; the Book of Jeremiah 


Ch. l:The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah...to whom the word of the Lord came in the 
days of King Josiah son of Amon of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. 

Ch. 36: In the fourth year of King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, this word came to 
Jeremiah from the Lord: Take a scroll and write on it all the words that I have spoken to 
you...from the day I spoke to you, from the days of Josiah until today...Then Jeremiah 
called Baruch son of Neriah, and Baruch wrote on a scroll at Jeremiah’s dictation all the 
words of the Lord that he had spoken to him. [This scroll was then delivered to King 
Jehoiakim]. 

As Jehudi read three or four columns, the king would cut them off with a penknife and 
throw them into the fire in the brazier, until the entire scroll was consumed in the fire. 

The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: Take another scroll and write on it all the form 
words that were in the first scroll, which King Jehoiakim of Judah has burned. Then , 
Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to Neriah’s son Baruch the scribe. He wrote or 
it, at Jeremiah’s dictation, all the words of the book that Jehoiakim king of Judah burne 
in the fire. He also added to them many similar words. - Jer. 36 (ISV) 




Review; Case Study; the Book of Jeremiah 
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Is There New Doctrine in the Deuterocanon? 


o 

STI 


• General Answer: There are no revolutionary paradigms introduced in the 
Deuterocanon. Everything contained in the Deuterocanon is in some way 
based on the rest of the Old Testament 

o That is, there is no “new religion” espoused by the Deuterocanon 

o Clearest example: Greek additions to Esther merely add to the story of Esther, 
sometimes simply repeating material in different places 

• However, some doctrines not found in the Hebrew Bible may have warrant in 
the Deuterocanon. 

o If a list were posed, disagreements on interpretation would instantly arise 
o Tentative example: Praying for the dead in Maccabees 
o Tentative example: Almsgiving for sin in Tobit 




So...why read the Deuterocanon? 
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• Engaging and reliable history 

o I Maccabees tells of epic military engagements 

• Fantastic stories 

o Bel and the Dragon 

• Understanding the New Testament 

o Jesus as Wisdom (Sophia) incarnate, especially in the Gospel of John 










Genre of Books 


o 

STI 


• History: 1 & 2 Maccabees 

• Tales: Tobit, Judith, additions to Esther and Daniel 

• Wisdom/Poetry: Wisdom of Ben Sirach, Wisdom of Solomon, Baruch 

• Note: Canticle from Daniel in the Catholic Liturgy of the Hours, “Azariah and 
the Three Jews," is part of the Greek additions to Daniel 

o That is, a familiar passage to Catholics is omitted from Protestant Bibles 
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Discussion; How significant is the Deuterocanon Issue? % chr 


o 
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Most important issues: 

- The Trinity 

- Nature of the Eucharist 

- Sola Fide vs.Sola...Aquinas? 


Less important issues: 

-Thomism vs. Molinism 
-Guitars in worship 
-Defending your (purchased) pew 






Council of Trent 


o 

STI 


“(the Synod) following the examples of the orthodox Fathers, receives and venerates with an equal 
affection of piety, and reverence, all the books both of the Old and of the New Testament — seeing 
that one God is the author of both — as also the said traditions, as well those appertaining to faith as 
to morals, as having been dictated, either by Christ's own word of mouth, or by the Holy Ghost, and 
preserved in the Catholic Church by a continuous succession. 

And it has thought it meet that a list of the sacred books be inserted in this decree, lest a doubt 
may arise in any one's mind, which are the books that are received by this Synod. They are as set 
down here below: of the Old Testament: the five books of Moses, to wit. Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy; Josue, Judges, Ruth, four books of Kings, two of Paralipomenon, the first 
book of Esdras, and the second which is entitled Nehemias; Tobias, Judith, Esther, Job, the Davidical 
Psalter, consisting of a hundred and fifty psalms; the Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, the Canticle of Canticles, 
Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, Isaias, Jeremias, with Baruch; Ezechiel, Daniel; the twelve minor prophets, 
to wit, Osee, Joel, Amos, Abdias, Jonas, Micheas, Nahum, Habacuc, Sophonias, Aggaeus, Zacharias, 
Malachias; two books of the Machabees, the first and the second.” 




Various Attempts at an Argument: Discuss 
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• “The Septuagint was the Bible that Jesus used, so the Deuterocanon is part of 
the Christian canon." 

• “New Testament writers quote from the Septuagint more than the Masoretic 
text, and Deuterocanonical books are alluded to (or cited) in the New 
Testament Therefore, because the New Testament is canon, the 
Deuterocanonical books must also be canon." 

• “The Church fathers, and the Church for most of history, regarded the 
deuterocanonical books as inspired Scripture. Therefore, the 
deuterocanonical books have the same status as other canonical books in this 
important regard." 




Dead Sea Scrolls 
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• Discovered in 1947 in Qumran 

o > 850 manuscripts found 

o Provide oldest fragments of Hebrew Bible known 
today 

• Provides insight into differences between MT 
and LXX 

• Hebrew apocrypha present 

o Authoritative texts of Qumran community 
unclear 

o Trying to find a Christian Old Testament canon at 
Qumran is a misguided task 








Judaism, Christianity, and Canon 


o 
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• Christianity and Judaism were unique in the ancient world in that these 
religions were primarily text-based. 

• At the same time, “canon” is a Christian concept 

o Can hardly say whether ancient Jewish "sacred texts” resembled anything like a 
modern canon, much less the exact books that belonged to these texts 

■ Some claim Sadducees and Pharisees differed in their canon, some disagree 

o Generally agreed: Rabbinic Judaism was the first to try to produce a canon 

■ 200s AD: Yadayim (part of the Mishnah) cites disagreements books ‘‘defiling the hands” 

• Takeaway: projecting a Christian concept of canon onto the Hebrew Bible is 
at best anachronistic 




Sidebar; Council of Jamnia/Javneh 


o 
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• Hypothetical century council proposed in 19*'^ century to explain the 
closing of the Hebrew canon 

o Proposed that canon was closed by establishing the Writings/Ketuvim (Christians’ 
wisdom literature, Esther, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Chronicles) 

• Largely discredited by scholars today 

o Biggest issue: no significant evidence for this decision at the council 
o Other issues: "council” is a Christian idea imposed on Jewish customs 




The Real Issue of Canon 
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• What makes something canonical? 
o Inspired? 
o Inerrant? 
o Authoritative? 
o Use in Liturgy? 

• St. August!ne’s On Christian Doctrine 

• Conclusion: As Augustine argues, the canon is based on teaching by the universal 
Church, Catholics have an easy answer to this, Protestants do not. 

o Infallibility sidebar: The Council of Trent’s decision was not arbitrary, so it meets the 
criteria for an infallible doctrine that Catholics can firmly hold. 





Objections to the Deuterocanon 
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• “There aren’t any direct references to deuterocanonical books in the New 
Testament” 

• “The deuterocanonical books weren’t written in Hebrew, so their inclusion in 
the canon is dubious.” 

• “Old Testament = Jewish canon, and the Jewish canon excludes 
deuterocanonical books.” 

• “The deuterocanon has things I don’t like, so they should be left out.” - Martin 
Luther (essentially historical, see F.F. Bruce, a Protestant) 

• In reality, the history and issues surrounding the inclusion (exclusion) of the 
deuterocanonical books are complex and would take up multiple meetings. 




Resources 


• An Introduction to Early Judaism, James 
VanderKam 

• The New Oxford Annotated Bible 

• “Thoughts on the Church’s Old 
Testament Canon", St. Paul Center 

• “What are the Apocrypha?”, Fr. Hugh 
Pope, O.P 
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More Resources (Heavier Reading) 
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• The Canon of Scripture, F.R Bruce 

• A Companion to the Book of Enoch, 
Michael Heiser 

• Yale Old Testament Lectures (2020) 

• Judaism from Cyrus to Hadrian: Vol. 1, 
Lester L. Grabbe 





A COMPANION 


to the ■ 


BOOK OF 

ENOCH 



DR. MICHAEL S. HEISER 









Further Reading (i.e., I didn’t read it, but you can!) 
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• From the Maccabees to the Mishnah, Shaye J.D. Cohen 

• The Canon Debate, Lee McDonald and James Sanders 


THE 

CANON 

DEBATE 

LIT M Me DONALD 
lAMLS A SANDERS 

Ei)i i ! -'K 



FROM THE 


MACCABEES 


TO THE 


MISHNAH 


SECOND EDITION 


SHAYE J. D. COHEN 


















Takeaways 


o 

STI 


• We cannot and should not project a Christian concept of canon onto the 
Hebrew (Jewish) Bible. 

o Doing so muddies the waters in debates surrounding canon. 


• The second temple period is an interesting time in Jewish history, and it is 
too often neglected by Protestants and Catholics alike. 


• The deuterocanonical books do not offer a "new religion” of any sort in 
contrast to the Judaism of the rest of the Hebrew Bible. 




Quest ons? 
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Sidebar; Pseudepigrapha in Jude 


o 

STI 


• Jude 14 - 15 quotes from 1 Enoch 1:9 

o "It was also about these that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, 

prophesied, saying, ‘See, the Lord is coming with ten thousands of his holy ones, to 
execute judgement on all, and to convict everyone of all the deeds of ungodliness 
that they have committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that 
ungodly sinners have spoken against him.’” 

• Jude 9 cites an event not found in the Bible, perhaps based in other 
apocryphal works 

o "But when the archangel Michael contended with the devil and disputed about 
the body of Moses...” 




Pseudepigrapha; The Book of i Enoch % chr 

• Purports to be revelations made to Enoch 

o "Book” itself is composed of five booklets 

• Book of the Watchers is the most famous 

o Tells of the “Watchers” - angels from heaven who had 
relations with human women as recorded in Genesis 

■ Offspring of the Watcher = giants = “Nephilim” of Genesis 

o Watchers teach humans "evil” crafts of weapons and 
cosmetics 

o God casts the Watchers into eternal torment, since 
they violated their angelic natures (procreation is not 
for angels) 

■ Evil spirits (demons?) rise up from the bodies of the giants 



O CO 








Modern Interpretations of i Enoch 


o 
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• Probably written in Hellenistic period, might have been during Persian 

• One interpretation: 1 Enoch’s Book of Watchers is a retelling of the impure Jewish 
priesthood during the Hellenistic period 

o Some sects of Judaism required priests to be from an extremely pure line, having married 
the virgin of another priest 

■ Marriage with foreigners was certainly not endorsed 

o This problem persisted throughout the second temple period 

■ Persian period: Issue of intermarriage (Nehemiah 13:23 - 31; Ezra 10) 

■ Seleucid period: Alcimus given high priesthood by foreign power (1 Macc. 7:20) 

■ Hasmonean period: Jonathan also given high priesthood by foreign power (1 Macc. 11:57) and the purity of his descendent, John Hyrancus, was later 
questioned (Josephus) 

o (Not OT scholarship, but...) Jesus is seen as the high priest, not only in the (temporary) line of 
Aaron which had become polluted, but in the (eternal) line of Melchizedek (Heb. 6:20) 




